City of Wanamingo

Regular EDA Meeting

Monday January 13, 2020
6:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers

401 Main Street

Wanamingo MN
PRESENT: Stuart Ohr, Ryan Holmes, Laurie Musselman, Brian Johnson, Brian Gudknecht, Josh Schaefer, and Jim Kittelson
ABSENT: None
ALSO PRESENT: Michael Boulton, Karen Masters, and William Weigel.
Brian Johnson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance followed.
EDA Members Brian Gudknecht, Josh Schaefer, and Jim Kittelson were administered the Oath of Office by EDA Director Boulton.
ADOPT AGENDA:  Ohr motioned, seconded by Gudknecht to adopt. Approved 7-0-0.
CONSENT AGENDA: Gudknecht motioned, seconded by Kittelson to approve. Approved 7-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
William Weigel presented Phase III of the City Brand Design project with support from the Ad Hoc City Branding Committee. The branding presentation included messaging, brand identity system (e.g. new logo, colors, typography), and application examples. Weigel reviewed the process of leading the City Branding Committee through discovery meetings (Phase I), creative direction (Phase II), and completion of the new brand design (Phase III). Weigel stated that the logo and other brand elements are meant to have a timeless character enabling the City to utilize them for years to come. The design and color scheme represent various aspects of the City’s history, values, and vision for the future. The green rolling hills represent the City’s agricultural foundation, a blue curved line represent the river and the City’s strength, and the golden sun displays the City welcoming residents, businesses, and visitors. Weigel stated that the colors needed to work well together and be uniquely recognizable. Weigel stated that the design and gold color of the sun is not utilized in any of the surrounding area City/County logos. Several application examples were presented including vehicle graphics, shirts, and City Hall signage.
 
Schaefer stated that the logo and branding were cool. Gudknecht stated that the logo stood out well. Musselman stated that she had never seen a logo such as this. Johnson was happy with the meaning behind the logo/color scheme and that the logo/branding should improve Wanamingo's image.
 
Boulton stated that the Council would be considering the approval of the new logo and branding scheme at the January City Council meeting. If approved, the process to implement and apply the brand identity system would take a few months. Weigel stated that the application process includes a new website, social media, stickers, stationery, staff shirts, vehicle graphics, city hall front sign, light pole banners, MN TH 57/MN TH 60 roundabout signage, and other various uses. Staff is hoping to unveil the new logo and branding in time for the 4th of July celebration. Weigel stated that getting a trademark on the logo is the first priority followed by the City website and social media.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Resolution 20-01 - Election of 2020 EDA Board Officers of President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  Holmes moved to approve, seconded by Kittelson.  Passed 7-0-0.

Resolution 20-02 = Approving re-appointments of Jim Kittelson, Brian Gudknecht, and Josh Schaefer to the EDA Board:  Ohr moved to approve, seconded by Musselman.  Passed 7-0-0

Resolution 20-03 = Setting EDA Meeting Schedule for 2020:  Kittelson moved to approve, seconded by Gudknecht.  Passed 7-0-0.

EDA Director Boulton gave an update on the EDA/City 2019 Bond Indebtedness Report.  The EDA paid $23,000 in principal in 2019 and owes $400,000 at the end of 2019.

OLD BUSINESS:

The Medical Center front office suite, vacated by NorthStar Genetics in November is still open.  Administrator Boulton has been waiting on work from Olmsted Medical Center and their interest in renting the vacant space before moving forward in finding a new tenant.  Administrator Boulton reached out to Gregory Harris and Donald Pavelka from OMC business center to gauge their thoughts.  OMC business staff have not gotten back to Administrator Boulton on whether OMC has or does not have interest in renting the vacant space.  Johnson stated that OMC budgets may have been set in October and word did not reach OMC regarding the vacancy until mid November.  Gudknecht thought that the open suite should be advertised on the City FaceBook and website pages.  Boulton will continue to follow up with OMC while listing the suite on the City FaceBook and website pages.   
Boulton stated that he was in contact with the Goodhue County Assessor to let them know that the suite was vacant.  NorthStar Genetics was rightfully concerned that they would be billed for the 2020 property taxes since they received the 2020 proposed property tax statement in November from Goodhue County.  The EDA will be billed for 2020 property taxes on the suite until a new tenant is found.
There being no further business Kittelson made a motion seconded by Ohr to adjourn the EDA meeting at 6:27 p.m.  Approved 7-0-0.
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Michael Boulton, Director 
