CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, August 14, 2017 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Stuart Ohr, Larry VanDeWalker (Late), Eric Dierks, and Jeremiah Flotterud

City Administrator: Michael Boulton
 & Deputy City Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: 
None 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Terri Lenz - Kenyon Leader, Lee Bjerk - Geronimo Energy, & Brad Kennedy.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Ohr motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Flotterud motioned, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Brad Kennedy reported on:

1) Swept Streets a number of times

2) Mowed at WWTP, Nature Trail, and Community Garden a number of times

3) Mowed waterways near Marcstone and Concast in Cenex 4th Addition

4) Preparing for paving in Emerald Valley Subdivision - spraying weeds and sweeping along curbs


5) Painting yellow for no parking along curbs in town


6) Installed new polymer and fluoride pumps at well house.  New storage tanks for both will be installed in 
the near future.  Chlorine pump rebuilt as well.

NEW BUSINESS:
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened 2-7 TIF Plan for St Marc Materials Public Hearing at 7:13PM.  Administrator Boulton gave a rundown of the potential TIF District.  The parcel in question is to west of Jeff's Welding building. St Marc Materials is preparing to construct a 6,000-8,000 square foot warehouse.  This facility is projected to bring in $92,779 over the nine years for TIF.  The land is valued at $50,000.  The TIF district will generate funds to pay for the price of the lot and the costs to set up the TIF district.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 7:19PM.
RESOLUTION:
17-043 = Approving a Subscription Agreement with Geronimo Energy for the Xcel Energy Solar Garden Program with the 10-Year Flex Savings Plan: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Dierks asked Lee Bjerk of Geronimo when this agreement would become active.  Bjerk stated that they are planning to be fully operational and billing for service next spring.  The power will be coming out of a new facility built in Dodge County.  Not an existing solar garden, but next generation.  Passed 5-0-0.
17-044 = Adopting a Proposed Budget for 2018: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0. 

17-045 = Certifying Proposed Tax Levy for 2018: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  At the July City Council Budget meeting the Council directed the Administrator to prepare a 10% Levy Increase in 2018.  The Administrator's proposed budget had a 6.5% increase.  The difference between the two funds would go to building up the general fund for a future roadway improvement project.  Flotterud clarified that the general fund surplus from 6.5% ($30,000) and 10% ($50,000) increase would be.  Flotterud has concerned neighbors on property taxes.  Flotterud wants more discussion before the final levy is set in December.  Holmes stated that he received negative comments on the potential size (10%) of the levy increase.  Ohr wants discussion with the public to be about dollars and not percentage when talking about the levy increase.  Ohr wants to know what the dollar increase amounts will be for $150,000 home.  Administrator Boulton state that property taxes are affected by the City, School District, the County, special assessment districts, special assessments levied against properties, and the State of Minnesota.  The values of homes and the overall tax capacity all weigh on what each individual property pays in yearly property taxes.  The new valuations and tax capacity numbers will be available in September.  Dierks requested that the potential dollar increases on properties be in a few home valuation brackets.  Flotterud wants to make sure that if the general fund is building up a higher balance that the Council identify the next street project and roughly the year it will be completed.  Holmes noted that ten bonds are paid off between now and 2026.  This will free up over $450,000/year that could be directed towards new projects. Ohr stated that the funds would be needed sooner because the conditions of the roadways are deteriorating fast and need addressing very soon.  Flotterud stated that we should not increase the taxes to the point where people do not want to move to Wanamingo and assess moving out do to the burden.  Holmes echoes Flotterud's tax burden concerns.  VanDeWalker stated that the City has failed to maintain roadways in the past do to fiscal needs, but must take corrective actions in order to address the roadway conditions in the future.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-046 = Setting Date for Public Hearing and Continuation for the 2018 Budget Adoption: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-047 = Approval to Transfer Money from Operating Reserve to SEMMCHRA for 2017 Vacancy, Marketing, and Capital: Flotterud moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-048 = Approving and Excepting Wellhead Protection Plan, Phase I, for the City of Wanamingo, PWSID Number 1250018 and Requesting that the Minnesota Department of Health Review for Approval:  VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-049 = Approving New Hires for the Wanamingo Fire Department:  Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Mayor Holmes explained that he and Administrator Boulton sat in on the interviews.  The recommendations were based on points assessed as part of the interviews.  Originally the fire department wished to add two positions until the retirement of an additional fireman was tendered.  This lead to the recommendation to bring on three.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-050 = In Support of MIDCO Minnesota Boarder to Boarder Broadband Grant Application for Wanamingo offered through MN DEED:  Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 5-0-0.
17-051 = Approving an Extension of the Service and Rental Agreement with Hasler for the City of Wanamingo's Postage Meter:  VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-052 = Approving a Purchase and Development Contract among the City of Wanamingo, the Economic Development Authority for the City of Wanamingo, and St Marc Materials, Inc.:  Ohr moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-053 = Approving Modification of Development District No. 2, Approving the Modification of Development Program Therefor, Establishing Tax Increment Financing District No. 2-7 and Approving the Tax Increment Financing Plan Therefor:  Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Wanamingo Riverside Park LCCMR improvements are getting under way.  Zumbro Watershed Partnership is supervising the project being completed by the Civilian Corp Minnesota - Summer Youth Corp.  The park bench and fire rings have been installed.  The tables are assembled and ready for final installation.  Final dirt restoration is scheduled to be completed in the coming weeks.

*Next City Council meeting on 9/11/2017 at 7:00pm.  

Adjourn: At 8:05PM a motion to adjourn was made by Dierks and seconded by Ohr. Passed 5-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

__________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















