CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, August 13, 2018 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Eric Dierks, Stuart Ohr, and Larry VanDeWalker

City Administrator: Michael Boulton 


Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters

ABSENT: 
Council: Jeremiah Flotterud
ALSO PRESENT:   Monty Schaefer, David Friese – Zumbrota News Record, & Terri Washburn - Kenyon Leader.
ADOPT AGENDA:   VanDeWalker motioned, seconded by Ohr.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Ohr motioned, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Monty Schaefer reported on:

1) Working on major underground locating projects for Midco Broadband, MN Energy pipeline upgrade, and 
Prairie Ridge Estates re-platting project

2) Pushed up and burned brush pile a number of times due somewhat to Hillcrest Manor removing thirty 
mature cottonwood and poplar trees

3) Street Sweeper - new brooms, slide, and rubbers installed

4) Swept streets twice


5) Painted well house (grey) by ball fields

6) Took aluminum can wagon to West Concord twice to empty recycling

7) Purchased new root cutting head, (including new cage and blades) for the jetting machine

8) Mowed at waste water plant, walking trail, community garden, undeveloped lot boulevards, and other 
various areas around town

9) Replaced Veterans Memorial sign that was stolen or lost on the corner of Main Street and 5th Street E
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
18-045 = Certifying Proposed Tax Levy for 2019: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Boulton stated that the proposed 2019 levy would be a 7.91% increase from 2018's levy.  The 2019 levy was discussed and decided upon at the July 23rd Wanamingo City Council budget meeting.  Passed 4-0-0.
18-046 = Adopting a Proposed Budget for 2019: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0.

18-047 = Setting Date for Public Hearing and Continuation for 2019 Budget Adoption: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 4-0-0.
18-048 = Approval to Transfer Money from Operating Reserve to SEMMCHRA for 2018 Vacancy, Marketing, and Capital:  Dierks moved to approve, seconded by Ohr. Passed 4-0-0.
18-049 = Approving and Authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to Sign a Contract with Goodhue County for Law Enforcement Services:  Ohr moved to approve, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Boulton stated that the Police work group recommends the contract after working with the sheriff's office.  Boulton stated that Pine Island's contract will be similar in the number of years and percent increases.  Holmes stated that the work group had expressed a desire, but understood the reasoning for, a smaller rotation of officers.  There were concerns that the public does not get a chance to know or interact with regular officers. The sheriff's office rotates ten officers each month through the Wanamingo contract. Passed 4-0-0.

18-050 = Approving a Proposed Billing Change to the City/EDA Civil Attorney Services from Hero, Jorstad, and Jacobsen Law Firm, P.A.:  Ohr moved to approve, seconded by Dierks.  Boulton stated that a retainer contract would benefit both parties.  The proposed retainer would be $400 per month.  The City would no longer be hesitant to involve the City Attorney due to cost control concerns.  The City Attorney will no longer need to track small time issues or phone calls for billing.  This will also clear up the Emerald Valley Townhome Association billing question.  If approved, David Jacobsen will take over for Steve Jorstad to clear up and continue on the petition to dissolve the association.  Dierks liked the idea of a monthly retainer to save all parties the hassle of tracking.  Holmes agreed that Council and Staff would no longer have to be concerned with fiscal responsibility when deciding whether to utilize the professional service.  Passed 4-0-0.
Administrator Boulton gave an update on the MN DEED Minnesota Investment Fund/Maple Island Expansion.  MN DEED finally provided a proposed intercreditor agreement for the financing.  David Jacobsen is reviewing the agreement on behalf of the City.  The Council reviewed the document and did not provide suggested changes.  Administrator Boulton stated the Mitch Jackson will be the general contractor for the Maple Island Expansion and the new Concast building.

Administrator Boulton presented the 2018 crack filling proposal put together by Brandon Theobald of WHKS.  The proposal includes Prairie Ridge Estates, the industrial park, along with most of the streets on the West side of HWY 57.  Boulton and Theobald were looking for approval to proceed with the proposed plan for requesting crack sealing quotes along with approval of a formal contract with the low bidder.  VanDeWalker was surprised at the number of streets the could be crack sealed with $15,000.  Monty Schaefer stated that Prairie Ridge and the Industrial Park needed to be crack sealed in 2018 or else it could deteriorate the road in the future.  Dierks moved to approve the process and authorize the City Administrator and City Engineer to enter into a contract for $15,000 worth of crack sealing to take place in 2018.  Passed 4-0-0.

Administrator Boulton brought up the proposed ClearGov software proposal that the Council received.  The software allowed for additional transparency to the public in regards to City spending.  The proposal had a yearly rate of $2,500/year.  Dierks stated that he did not think the cost was worth it for a small town.  VanDeWalker asked if the staff thought that the software was worthwhile.  Administrator Boulton stated that it would be hard to justify the costs with other immediate needs.  Council instructed Administrator Boulton to let ClearGov know that the City is not interested.

OLD BUSINESS:
Wanamingo City Council General Election - Filing for Mayor (2-Year Term), City Council (Two 4-Year Terms) ends August 14th.  The primary elections are August 14th.  The polls are open at the Wanamingo Community Center from 7:00AM-8:00PM.   

The grader sale discussion took place.  The City received word from Ritchie Brothers (Iron Planet Bids) that the grader sale fell through again on August 9th.  There was no buyer with a $10,500 minimum bid.  This was the fourth time that there was an online auction resulting in no sale for the grader.  The new online sale day is yet to be scheduled.  There are no additional charges by Ritchie Brothers to continue with online sales.  The City would have the option to ship the grader to Medford for a no minimum bid sale.  The only additional cost would be for shipping.  Administrator Boulton stated that the City may as well take it straight to a scrap yard because it would be worth $5,000-$8,000 in scrap price. Staff will continue to work on an online sale.
Council member Dierks attended the SEMLM (Southeastern Minnesota League of Municipalities) meeting in Kellogg last week.  He stated that a large discussion took place regarding Emerald Ash Borer.  He stated that the City should look at conducting an inventory of trees located in the boulevards.  Having a diverse tree population is key in order to not loose large sections of the same variety of tree within communities.  Once Emerald Ash Borer hits an area it is only a matter of time until the ash trees start to die.  If this happens in Wanamingo, there will be a number of ash trees that will need to be removed when the disease hits them. 
Brandon Theobald and Jessup DeCook will be in attendance at the September City Council meeting on the recommendation for replatting of a portion of Prairie Ridge Estates.  There will be a public hearing on the proposal before it goes to a vote by the City Council at a future meeting.  
*Next City Council meeting will be 9/10/2018 at 7:00pm.  

Adjourn: At 7:35PM a motion to adjourn was made by VanDeWalker and seconded by Ohr. Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















