CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, July 23, 2012 5:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Council Member Larry VanDeWalker @5:10pm.  
PRESENT:
Council: Larry VanDeWalker, Danny Benson & Jennifer Berquam
                  
City Administrator: Michael Boulton
ABSENT: 
Council: Ron Berg and Ryan Holmes


Deputy Clerk: Jean Rugg
ALSO PRESENT:   Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Buffy Beranek and Joe Wheeler – SEMMCHRA, Kris Johnson – Goodhue County Sheriff’s Department.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Benson motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 3-0-0. 
PRESENTERS: 
a. Buffy Beranek & Joe Wheeler – SEMMCHRA
i. Presented 2012 projected expenses and transfers from the Operating Reserve Fund – required yearly.
ii. Operating losses for 2012 are projected at $17,176.43

iii. Capital Equipment Improvements for 2012 are projected at $5,000
iv. SEMMCHRA is asking for a transfer of $22,176.43 from the operating reserve for projected losses in 2012 fiscal year.

v. 2013 Levy Request will be $26,431 – this figure will be considered in the 2013 Levy

vi. SEMMCHRA is looking to refinance bond for facility in 2018.  The City disputes that the agreement relieves them of its obligations by 2014.  Once this refinance takes place, City will fully complete sale and obligations.  Operating Fund Reserve will be turned back over to the City ($50,000)

b. Kris Johnson – Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office – Policing Contract

i. Sheriff’s office came back with two proposals after an original proposal of 1 year – 3.9% increase:
1) 3-year contract – 2.5% increase in 2013, 2.5% increase in 2014, and 2.5% increase in 2015

2) 3-year contract – 2.0% increase in 2013, 2.75% increase in 2014, and 2.75% increase in 2015

ii. The City had originally countered at a 2.0% increase in 2013, 2.0% increase in 2014, and a 2.0% increase in 2015 contract

iii. Sheriff’s office wants Wanamingo to be more in line with the dollar per hour paid by the City of Pine Island
iv. City Council has concerns with paying the same dollar per hour as Pine Island because of Wanamingo’s great flexibility, less administrative costs, Dennison and Bellchester Cities roughly $26/ hour contract compared to Wanamingo’s roughly $42/ hour and Pine Island’s roughly $44/ hour.

v. Council does not want to set a precedent in an equal dollar per hour contract as Pine Island

vi. Administrator Boulton will draft a Memo stating the Council’s concerns and accepting the first 3-year contract for a 2.0% increase in 2013, 2.75% increase in 2014, and a 2.75% increase in 2015 because of 0% increase in 2011 and 2012, while assuming additional cost to sheriff’s office, not a per dollar and hour comparison to Pine Island’s contract.  The City Council stated that Wanamingo’s contract should be at a lower rate per hour compared to Pine Island. 

NEW BUSINESS:

a. Public Hearing – 113 1st Avenue Abatement Clean-up

a. Council Member VanDeWalker opened the public hearing at 6:03pm

b. Administrator Boulton explained how a letter was sent on July 9th to the homeowner to clean up, before July 25th, the refrigerators, assorted junk, mowing needed on 3 foot high weeds, and removal of a large dirt pile which all constitute dangerous nuisances.  The owners have the right to dispute the issue at this meeting.  They also have the right to clean up the nuisances before July 25th.  Once July 25th comes, the City has the right, according to the Wanamingo City Code 90.08 to clean up the nuisances and certify to the property taxes for collection in 2013

c. No public comments were received – Council instructed staff to proceed

d. Council Member VanDeWalker closed the public hearing at 6:10pm

b. 2013 Budget discussions

a. City Council looked at the staff proposal of the 2013 proposed budget and proposed 2013 levy
b. No serous concerns were raised and the proposals will be voted on at the August 13th meeting

Updates:
*Next City Council meeting on 8/13/2012
Adjourn: At 7:07PM a motion to adjourn the meeting made by Benson and seconded by Berquam.  Passed 3-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

____________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ron Berg, Mayor
                                                           Michael Boulton, City Administrator















