CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, July 13, 2020 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes. 
Mayor Holmes thanked Jeff Benson and volunteers from the Wanamingo Fire Department for putting on the 4th of July Fireworks.  Citizens were happy to have some normalcy during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mayor Holmes is proud to announce the opening of the new Minnesota Trunk Highways 57 & 60 Roundabout on July 10th that was recently completed.  The City is excited to see the project completed in a short amount of time (roughly 60 days).  The City appreciates MNDOT’s response and action to improve safety at the intersections.  The City has advocated for increased safety at this intersection for two decades and are proud to see this project complete with emphasis on safety.
Mayor Holmes wanted to thank those involved, including the Wanamingo Honor Guard and Wanamingo VFW, with the completion of Phase II of the Wanamingo Veterans Memorial bronze statue and granite base.  The members of the committee, Larry VanDeWalker, Gary Bakko, Eric Dierks, Larry Pederson, Gary Floan, and Michael Boulton did a great job in seeing the project through to completion.

Michael Boulton read a thank you letter from the Wanamingo Water Aerobics Group thanking Wanamingo Pool Staff, Maintenance Staff, Administration, and the City Council for getting the pool up and running as soon as Governor Walz allowed public pools to open.  The group stressed that opening the pool was the right thing to do for the health and safety of the community.  The group feels lucky to have the pool as an asset to the community. 
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Larry VanDeWalker, Eric Dierks (Conference Call), and Stuart Ohr 

City Administrator: Michael Boulton & Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: 
Jeremiah Flotterud
ALSO PRESENT:   Monty Schaefer, David Friese – Zumbrota News Record, Michele Vlasak – Kenyon Leader, Howard Moechnig, Maria Moechnig, and Luke Swanson.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Ohr motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  VanDeWalker motioned, seconded by Ohr.  Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Monty Schaefer reported on:

1) Spray weeds on streets between the concrete curbs and asphalt pavement
2) Riverside Park - Cleared dirt off of asphalt trail to pier, sprayed playground/volleyball court for weeds, trimmed trees, and raked up debris around trees.  Plan to till dead weeds in sand volleyball courts and put up net within the next week. 

3) Added stabilizer and adjusted chemicals at the pool in order to keep chlorine levels normal

4) Swept Streets
5) Mowed at the WWTP, community garden, undeveloped lot boulevards, and other various areas around town

7) Hung up Flags on Main Street for 4th of July Celebration

8) Took aluminum can wagon to West Concord recycling
9) Trimmed trees in the alleys with newly purchased gas-powered hedge trimmer.  Will continue to trim trees throughout town hanging over the streets and alleys

10) Burned the brush pile and pushed up piles at the tree deposit/compost dump

RESOLUTION:
20-052 = Approving Emerald Valley Proxy Vote for Revisions to Association Rules: Flotterud moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Howard Moechnig spoke on the proposed revisions to the Emerald Valley By-Laws, Covenants Relating to All Lots, and Covenants Relating to Townhome Lots.  The problems are the declarations which make selling lots and building homes difficult when a title search brings up the recorded documents.  The HOA and architectural committee have never been active.  Howard Moechnig stated that the Emerald Valley area is in a CIC (Common Interest Community) – it’s number 65 in the State non-profit associations.  The original developer of Emerald Valley drafted, recorded, and acted as the HOA and architectural committee.  However, the developer filed for bankruptcy with no formal appointment of new officers or forming of an official architectural committee.  The property improvements within the subdivision since original developer went bankrupt has only followed the City of Wanamingo Zoning Ordinances and MN State Building Code.  The Moechnig’s and Swanson’s proposal is meant to clear the legal hurdle for property sales and improvements that are already occurring without following the by-laws or covenants, restrictions and conditions of the declarations.  Moechnig said that the first attempt to make changes was to dissolve the declarations and HOA(By-Laws).  This failed due to insufficient support from mortgage holders.  The terminations require 75% of both property owners and mortgage holders.  The revisions only require 75% of the property owners and do not require consent from mortgage holders.  At the latest meeting of property owners in fall 2019 no one wanted to take part as an HOA board member or be a member of the architectural committee.  There was little interest in actively running the board, running the committee, or paying membership dues.  The Moechnig’s and Swanson’s hired attorney James Burkhardt over the winter to see what could be done about the by-laws and declarations.  James Burkhardt came up with revising the by-laws and declarations in order for the rules to be equal to the City of Wanamingo Zoning Ordinances and State Building Code.  Holmes stated that the resolution gives Howard a proxy vote in order to make the proposed changes as discussed.  Holmes stated the Council Member VanDeWalker, City Attorney David Jacobsen, and City Administrator Boulton have started to review the R-2 Zoning section of the Code of Ordinances with the intention of bringing recommended changes for further restrictions to better the community and ease Emerald Valley property owners regarding the proposed changes.  Moechnig stated that there were concerns with Mobile Home placement on the lots from some of the property owners after the proposed revisions were presented.  Boulton stated that State law does not allow for outright exclusion of Mobile Homes/Manufactured Homes.  Boulton stated that other area communities have general restrictions within zoning districts can be made that make it difficult for mobile homes to meet zoning requirements.  Swanson ask if requiring a foundation could be a restriction.  Boulton state that foundation requirements could be a zoning restriction.  VanDeWalker stated that he would be interested in exploring tighter lot dimension and square footage restrictions.  Swanson stated that the current by-laws and covenants are not being followed or enforced.  The right thing to do is revise the rules.  Swanson did not wish to see the by-laws and covenants enforced because many of the properties would be in violation on one or more of the restrictions.  Maria Moechnig asked how long zoning proposals would take before they were approved and enforced.  Boulton stated that this process could take 3-4 months.  Boulton provided a written memo to the Council from City Attorney David Jacobsen regarding amending Wanamingo Code of Ordinances Chapter 152.  Jacobsen stated that he looks forward to working with the Council in charting out proposed changes and preparing draft amendments to the zoning codes that may include but are not limited to 1) implementation of performance standards (i.e. architectural and esthetic requirements, minimum width, minimum square footage) for zoning districts; and 2) review and modify zoning districts and each’s permitted conditional uses.  Maria Moechnig asked if the three City parcels would always be utilized as a park.  Boulton stated that the parcels were acquired through tax forfeiture process and the City is only allowed to utilize the parcels for park purposes.  VanDeWalker thanked the Swanson’s and Moechnig’s for spending money on an attorney and their time in working out a possible solution to lot sale/construction/financing concerns.  Moechnig stated that the proposed revisions are not a done deal.  They currently have assurances from the County (State Tax Forfeiture Lots), Ron Liu, the City (if the City Council approves), and themselves.  These votes place approval a few votes shy to pass.  The Swanson’s and Moechnig’s will be working hard to follow up with property owners to obtain the affirmative votes.  Holmes asked if James Burkhardt will be in attendance at the July 22nd Emerald Valley meeting to answer questions.  Howard Moechnig said yes.  Howard Moechnig asked if anyone from the Council or Staff would be present.  Holmes stated the he, VanDeWalker, and Boulton would be present.  Holmes stated that the Emerald Valley area is beautiful for development and hopes that the proposed revisions allowed for additional growth.  Holmes thanked the Moechnig’s and Swanson’s for their time and the money they have spent in pursuing the revisions.  Holmes wished them the best in the process.  Passed 4-0-0.
20-053 = Extending an Emergency – COVID-19: Flotterud moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Boulton stated that the Council had approved Mayor Holmes Declaration of Emergency at the April 13th, the Council extended the Emergency on May 11th, extended again on June 8th, with the Declaration automatically be rescinded on July 13th if the Council does not extend.  The Council would need to approve an extension at the August 10th meeting or the declaration of emergency would be automatically rescinded.  Passed 4-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS: 
The 2019 Ford F250 4x4 Crew Cab 6.2L V8 Engine is set to arrive between 8:00AM-12:00PM on Wednesday July 15th from Midway Ford Commercial out of Roseville, MN. In December 2019, the City of Wanamingo utilized the State bid process to purchase the new maintenance work truck for roughly $35,000 with all the add-on items that were requested. The truck has been on back-order since December with additional time waiting due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  The logo stickers from the recent rebranding/logo design will arrive in the coming weeks to be placed on all City vehicles, including this new truck.
2020 Roadway Improvements – Boulton stated that the contractor, Schumacher Excavating Inc, plans to start reclaiming/rolling the crushed asphalt on the streets starting Thursday July 16th.  The contractor will place ‘no parking’ signs on along the boulevards of the streets in question on July 15th.  The contractor plans to complete the concrete repairs/replacement and conduct subgrade corrections in the coming weeks before new asphalt is placed.  The alley between Main Street/2nd Avenue/2nd Street E/Railroad Street will not be worked on right away due to the replacement of the sanitary sewer in which the underground crew will not be in town right away.  Holmes asked if the alley could be leveled off by the contractor in the meantime.  Minnesota Energy left deep ruts from the replacement of the gas line.  Boulton stated that he would relay the request on to the Engineer to see what could be done.  Boulton brought up the possibility of potential charge order items to the 2020 Roadway Improvement Project.  At the May City Council meeting the Council discussed adding additional items to the project because the Council took out an additional $15,000 on the bond while possibly overbudgeting between $10,000 to $15,000 from the alley rock work.  This was going to allow us to add roughly $25,000 worth of work.  Brandon Theobald and Cory Felderman from WHKS along with Monty Schaefer, Cobus Peens, and Michael Boulton put together a rough list.  Brandon and Cory ran the numbers and came up with the $25,000 worth of work adding the two manhole casting adjustments on 5th Street, paving the parking lot at Workout 24/7 and patching settlements on 5th Street (west of Nelson).  The Council agreed to proceed with the recommendations under the assumption a formal change order will be approved at a future City Council meeting.
Coronavirus Relief Funds - Boulton explained that he and Mayor Holmes had signed the Minnesota Department of Revenue certification form in order for the City of Wanamingo to receive the $82,648 in funds passed through the State from the Federal Government.  The City would be required to document expenses related to Coronavirus.  The expenses can not be budgeted expenses incurred by the City.  Boulton stated that he had started a list that includes sick time used for employees, cleaning supplies and expenses, technology upgrades including tablets for the City Council, website updates, projectors for City Hall and the Council Chambers, a video/audio system for the City Hall, fire department expenses including supplies and a portion of the new rescue rig, social distancing expenses for employees including a portion of the new pickup, and Administrative expenses for creation policies, resolutions, conducting additional public relations.  Boulton stated that the Council would be formally approving a list of the expenses at a future City Council meeting.   
VanDeWalker asked the staff follow up with MNDOT regarding any damage on the unofficial detour route (3rd Avenue and Beverly Street) for the Roundabout Construction.  VanDeWalker was concerned with the volume of unofficial truck traffic and loaded/unloaded roundabout construction truck traffic on 3rd Avenue (North of MN TH 60) and Beverly Street (3rd Avenue to MN TH 57).  Ohr said was significantly more construction truck traffic than discussed and assumed.  The Council was not pleased with the contractor/subcontractors hauling many loaded and unloaded truck through this area rather than following the posted detours.
*Next City Council meeting on 8/10/2020 at 7:00pm.  The annual City Council Budget Meeting is scheduled for 7/27/2020 at 7:00pm, not 6:00pm as originally advertised.  

Adjourn: At 8:11PM a motion to adjourn was made by Dierks and seconded by Ohr. Passed 5-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















