CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, July 10, 2017 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Stuart Ohr, Larry VanDeWalker, Eric Dierks, and Jeremiah Flotterud (Late)

City Administrator: Michael Boulton
 & Deputy City Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: 
None 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record & Brad Kennedy.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Ohr motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Dierks motioned, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Brad Kennedy reported on:

1) Painted Shed at Community Garden

2) Repaired water shut off valve cover next to Community Center

3) Waste Water Treatment Plant - digester tank drained to view wall that needs repairs.  The repairs needed 
are more extensive than originally thought.  WHKS is working on two options for repairs.  The plan is to 
make repairs in mid to late November.

4) Fence repaired at swimming pool after UTV accident

5) Swept Streets a number of times

6) Filled potholes with cold mix

7) Mowed at WWTP, Nature Trail, and Community Garden a number of times

8) Cleaned up various items before 4th of July Celebration including additional mowing, weed whipping, 
and other various activities
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
17-041 = Approving the Pledge of the General Obligation of the City of Wanamingo, Minnesota to the Payment of Bonds to be Issued by the Southeastern Minnesota Multi-County Housing and Redevelopment Authority and Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of Documents in Connection Therewith: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 5-0-0.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #181 Amending Ordinance 97.02 Obstructions in the Street; Dumpsters Public Hearing at 7:15PM.  Administrator Boulton explained that dumpsters being located on the streets have generated citizen complaints and been in the way for normal City maintenance work.  Normal maintenance items such as street sweeping and snow removal are hindered by dumpsters. Administrator Boulton and City Attorney David Jacobsen put together requested changes to the original drafted Ordinance that include a permitting process.  This permitting process would allow for dumpsters to be on the street if property owners did not have room to place dumpsters on their property.  Each permit request will be dealt with on a case by case for how long the dumpster will be allowed to be placed on the street.  The permit will be reviewed and signed off by the Mayor and City Administrator. No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 7:20PM.
Ordinance #181 - Amending Ordinance 97.02 - Obstructions in the Street; Dumpsters - 2nd Reading - VanDeWalker moved to approve, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #182 Amending Wanamingo Code of Ordinances 72.11 Parking Trailers Public Hearing at 7:20PM.  Administrator Boulton explained trailers being left on the street that are not hooked up to working vehicle have generated a number of complaints and been in the way for normal maintenance work.  In 2017 Mayor Holmes and Administrator Boulton spoke with over twenty owners of trailers that had left trailers on the street for over a week.  There was push back from some owners along with confusion over current language of the Ordinances.  Council members agreed that the simple fix solution of the proposed Ordinance change is the best fix.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 7:26PM.
Ordinance #182 - Amending Wanamingo Code of Ordinances 72.11 Parking Trailers - 2nd Reading - Dierks moved to approve, seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
Ordinance #183 - Amending 111.03 & 111.19 - Liquor Hours - Administrator Boulton stated that since the June City Council meeting that the proposed language would not be necessary since the City Council had made changes to the Ordinance hours of operation in 2014.  City staff made recommendations based on a version of the Wanamingo Code of Ordinances prior to the 2014 Ordinance change.  VanDeWalker moved to table and strike from consideration proposed Ordinance #183 - Amending 111.03 & 111.19 - Liquor Hours while assigning Establishing Ordinance Regulating Telecommunications Towers and Facilities Ordinance #183 as opposed to Ordinance #184, seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0. 

Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #183 Establishing Ordinance Regulating Telecommunications Towers and Facilities Public Hearing at 7:29PM.    Administrator Boulton explained that over the years there have been questions about constructing all sorts of towers, including communications within the City of Wanamingo.  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) governs and controls most of these items under their rules.  Local governments do have regulation over some aspects of these towers and facilities.  In order to regulate these towers and facilities the City needs to consider adopting a standalone ordinance.  The ordinance is based off a League of Minnesota Cities template, similar to neighboring cities.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 7:34PM.
Ordinance #183 - Establishing Ordinance Regulating Telecommunications Towers & Facilities - 2nd Reading - Dierks moved to approve, seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.
Geronimo Energy - Solar Garden Subscription discussion took place.  The Council debated whether or not to move forward with the proposal.  Dierks liked the lower risk of the proposal - 10 year rather than 25 year, guaranteed savings of 3/4 of cent, and if solar garden does not produce the City would pay normal rates.   Flotterud said on paper that the proposal looks good, but savings would be minor each year and would decrease based on power generated by solar panels.  Holmes stated that if solar panels in solar garden not in use in the future there would be no obligation to purchase power through the solar garden.  VanDeWalker did not want to lock the City into too long of an agreement.  Would be more open to the shorter term.  Flotterud stated that with today's technology the solar gardens would not be the environmental/green savings as advertised due to the panels loosing efficiency quickly.   Administrator Boulton had concerns when dealing with long-term agreements; specifically having anyone with knowledge of an agreement still being involved with the City towards the end of the agreement.  Council wishes to see the ten year agreement and resolution for consideration at the August City Council meeting.
2017 Roadway Improvements pre-construction meeting will be held on Friday July 14th.  The meeting will start at 8:15PM in the Wanamingo City Council Chambers.  Council is welcome to attend and is open to the public.

Discussion took place on the safety update for the MN TH 57/MN TH 60 intersection.  Mayor Holmes, Councilmember VanDeWalker, and Administrator Boulton attended a meeting at the Rochester MNDOT Office on June 13th.  The round-about installation funding is in place for 2020.  In the meantime, MNDOT will be enhancing safety at the intersection with a pilot project/case study.  This pilot project/case study will be the first of its kind in MN although it has been tested in a number of other states.  The project will include narrowing each of the driving lanes 300 feet in either direction of MN TH 57/MN TH and 3rd Ave/MN TH 60 intersections from 10 feet to 8 feet.  Two solid yellow lines will be added to the center creating a median.  Mumble strips will be added to the inside and outside of the narrowed driving lanes.  Other states that have utilized these physical changes have seen a speed reduction of close to 5mph.
Councilmember Dierks had concerns on traffic entering into the 4th of July parade route finale near the 2nd Street E/3rd Avenue intersection.  It was decided that in future years barriers would be dropped off to be placed at the intersection to dissuade traffic from entering the end of the parade route.

Councilmember VanDeWalker had concerns with foot/motorized/non motorized traffic entering the baseball/softball field parking lot from Hill Circle sidewalk.  Council member VanDeWalker asked that yellow striping be added to the sidewalk on the east side of the pedestrian walking bridge to show caution.
*Next City Council meeting on 7/24/2017 at 7:00pm.  

Adjourn: At 7:48PM a motion to adjourn was made by Ohr and seconded by Dierks. Passed 5-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

__________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















