CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, June 12, 2017 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Stuart Ohr, Larry VanDeWalker, Jeremiah Flotterud and Eric Dierks

City Administrator: Michael Boulton
 & Deputy City Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: 
None 
ALSO PRESENT:   Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Monty Schaefer, George Eilertson - Northland Securities, Jim Bjork - Geronimo Energy, Alissa Blaha, & Terri Lenz - Kenyon Leader.
ADOPT AGENDA:   VanDeWalker motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Flotterud motioned, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Monty Schaefer reported on:

1) Swimming Pool Open for Season


A) All three heaters have needed parts and are currently not working



B) Painted the Pool



C) Put water lines together and fixed leaks



D) Ordered two underwater lights for the pools


2) Mowed multiple times at WWTP grounds, nature trail, and along various open lot curbs


3) Trimmed trees around town and used new wood chipper


4) Had exhaust fan replaced on compressor room building at WWTP


5) Swept Streets once

6) Small 4th of July Banners up - large banner will go up closer to end of the month, weather pending


7) Storm water pond in Cenex Industrial park treated with Hydrotha granular to stop algae and weed growth


8) Sprayed weeds in the streets and along the curbs

9) Community garden - filled water tank a number of times and planted 'Mayor's Garden'


10) Placed 'Welcome' sign on Nelson Drive
B) George Eilertson - Northland Securities reported on:


1) Northland Securities has worked with Security State Band of Wanamingo on a private placement bond, 
Series 2017A - Financing the 2017 Roadway Improvement Project


2) The bond, in the aggregate principal amount of $206,000, will be an 8-year payback/2.5% interest rate


3) The bonds are paid for 44% by special assessment and 56% by property tax levy revenues


4) The bonds are dated July 6th - this is the closing date and the date that the funds will be in the City's 
account


5) There is an early call feature with a date of 2023


6) There are no pay agent fees (agent bills City, City pays agent, agent distributes funds to bond holder) 
associated with the bond - this saves the City roughly $500/year - payments will be made directly to bank

C) Alissa Blaha - Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF) reported on:


1) SMIF is in its 31st year emphasizing economic development, early childhood education, and 
community groups

2) In the past two year $200,000 has gone into programming in Goodhue County

3) New businesses have the ability to go through SMIF for lending packages including business 
planning assistance


4) Wanamingo Community Foundation received a $10,000 grant in 2017 utilized for ball field 
improvements


5) New collaboration grant opportunity for 2018 will be announced with applications starting in August 
of 2017

D) Jim Bjork - Geronimo Energy reported on:


1) Encourages the City of Wanamingo to become a subscriber to solar gardens for power to City 
premises such as fire hall, city shop, sewer plant, pool, etc.

2) This is an Xcel Energy program where Xcel purchases power from solar gardens to the grid while end 
users have virtual ownership in the form of a bill credit

3) Only Level 1 solar equipment is utilized on these solar garden projects


4) The program would have no upfront costs and no ongoing maintenance costs

5) 25 year plan and 10-year plan options for 1cent per kilowatt hour and 3/4 cent per kilowatt hour 
credit respectively


6) Solar Panel would have 0.5% factored degeneration per year

7) All new gardens within the last year including those in Dodge and Rice Counties


8) Councilmember Flotterud had concerns on output reduction in 25 years - only save when enough 
power is produced


9) Councilmember Flotterud had concerns that this program would not work without subsidies and 
would not make financial sense in the open market


10) Administrator Boulton asked if Geronimo would track actual savings for the City if the City entered 
into an agreement


11) Geronimo may be maxed out on subscribers/space in the next 4-6 weeks


12) Council would consider proposal and may revisit at the July City Council meeting

E) Todd Greseth - Wanamingo Commercial Club/City Insurance Agent reported on:


1) The 4th of July event has been organized by the Wanamingo Commercial Club for years

2) The Wanamingo Commercial Club is not a formal organization and does carry liability insurance


3) The Commercial Club looked into forming as a Chamber of Commerce and carrying insurance, 
having the Wanamingo Lions take on the 4th of July event, and have the City of Wanamingo take on the 
4th of July event 


4) League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust (City's Insurance) covers, at no extra premiums, public 
events on public property if the City passes a resolution making it a City sponsored event

5) City's Insurance does not cover events on private property or mechanized events such as tractor pulls


6) Wanamingo Commercial Club requests that the City declare the 4th of July public events on public 
property a City sponsored event
NEW BUSINESS:
Abatement Clean-Up Hearing – 409 2nd Street E, 305 2nd Street E, and 100 2nd Ave.  Administrator Boulton and Mayor Holmes have been working with the property owners (Gary & Ruth Braget).  The agreed upon strategy would be bringing in a dumpster for garbage/junk, taking loads of metal out for recycling, and improving fence at the downtown 100 2nd Ave location.  Council agreed to strategy with property owners.
Council discussed property at 110 9th Avenue (Marcstone).  Piles of commercial solid waste are getting larger and unsightly.  The City has received a number of complaints.  The Council requested a plan of action for clean-up due to a large number of complaints.  Mayor Holmes and Administrator Boulton requested to be given time to work with you (Marcstone) before any formal abatement action is taken by the City.  It was agreed by the Council to give one month - until the July 10th City Council Meeting - to come up with a plan.
RESOLUTION:
17-035 = Adopting 2017 3rd Quarter Maintenance Work Plan: VanDeWaker moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
17-036 = Setting Date for Budget Workshop City Council Meeting: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-037 = Declaring Wanamingo 4th of July Celebration a Community Event within the City of Wanamingo: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.

17-038 = Calling Public Hearing and Notice for TIF 2-7: Flotterud moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
17-039 = Calling Public Hearing and Notice for TIF 2-8: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.
17-040 = Awarding the Sale of General Obligation Improvement Bond, Series 2017A, in the Original Aggregate Principal Amount of $206,000; Fixing it Form and Specifications; Directing Its Execution and Delivery; and Providing for its Payment: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
Ordinance #181 - Amending Ordinance 97.02 - Obstructions in the Street; Dumpsters - 1st Reading - Administrator Boulton explained that dumpsters being located on the streets have generated citizen complaints and been in the way for normal City maintenance work.  No other area communities openly allow for dumpsters to be placed on the streets  Dale Gibson of Gibson sanitation is in support the change. Council asked for changes to the Ordinance at the next meeting that would include a permitting process to allow for dumpsters to be on the street if property owners did not have room to place dumpsters on their property.  The permit should be good for no more than 30 days and there should be a nominal fee, such as $25 associated. 
Ordinance #182 - Amending 72.11 Parking Trailers - 1st Reading - Administrator Boulton explained trailers being left on the street that are not hooked up to working vehicle have generated a number of complaints and been in the way for normal maintenance work.  Area neighboring cities do not allow for trailers to be left in the street not hooked to working vehicles.
Ordinance #183 - Amending 111.03 & 111.19 - Liquor Hours - 1st Reading - Administrator Boulton explained that there was a desire to bring the hours of operation between the newly changed Minnesota State Statutes for off-sale Sunday hours (starting at 11:00AM) with the City Ordinance hours of operation for On-Sale (starting at 12:00PM).  The ordinance change would make On-Sale be able to start at 11:00AM on Sundays.
Ordinance #184 - Establishing Ordinance Regulating Telecommunications Towers & Facilities - 1st Reading - Administrator Boulton explained that over the years there have been questions about constructing all sorts of towers, including communications within the City of Wanamingo.  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) governs and controls most of these items under their rules.  Local government do have regulation over some aspects of these towers and facilities.  In order to regulate these towers and facilities the City needs to consider adopting a standalone ordinance.  The ordinance is based off a League of Minnesota Cities template, similar to neighboring cities.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #179 Amending Cable Communications Franchise Ordinance Public Hearing at 8:34PM.  Administrator Boulton explained that the Ordinance is to keep an active cable communications franchise agreement. Midco only wanted one year while they apply and hopefully obtain a MN State broadband grant that could assist in upgrades to Wanamingo.  The State of Minnesota has funded the broadband grant program and Midco will be a party to the Goodhue County broadband grant application for 2017-2018.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 8:49PM.
Ordinance #179 - Amending Cable Communications Franchise Ordinance - 2nd Reading - Flotterud moved to approve, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #180 Amending Wanamingo Code of Ordinances 152.30(E) Public Hearing at 8:39PM.  Administrator Boulton explained a need to align the code of ordinances with City policy to make C-1 Commercial Downtown pave or concrete all parking areas.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 8:44PM.
Ordinance #180 - Amending Wanamingo Code of Ordinances 152.30(E) - 2nd Reading - Dierks moved to approve, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 5-0-0.
Concerns were voiced by Councilmember Dierks over the parking lot and steep hill to the swimming pool.  There was an accident with a gator being pushed by the wind into the kiddy pool fence on 6/10/2017.  Administrator Boulton stated that KW School District will be addressing additional vehicle barriers at the location after July 1st.

*Next City Council meeting on 7/10/2017 at 7:00pm.  

Adjourn: At 8:49PM a motion to adjourn was made by Dierks and seconded by Ohr. Passed 5-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

__________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















