City of Wanamingo

Tree Trimming/ Chainsaw Safety Policy

I. All employees participating in tree work/ chainsaw activities must receive initial training before starting tree work.  Training will include general hazards and specific task duties and safety (Get this by attending MMUA Safety Training Sessions).
II. All employees performing tree trimming or felling activities must maintain current First Aid/ CPR certification.

III. A suitable first aid kit must be available during tree work.  Also, at least one fire extinguisher must be immediately available at the job site.

IV. No employee under 18 years of age may operate a chainsaw, polesaw, chipper, loader or similar tool or equipment, nor participate in the felling of trees or loading of chippers.
V. Non-employees must not be allowed to help with tree work operations.  Exclusions: 1. Emergency clean up (e.g., severe windstorm damage) if approved by the City Administrator.  2. Non-employees may be allowed to move firewood, etc., after cutting has ceased.

VI. At least two employees must be on jobsite when tree trimming/ chainsaw use. 
VII. Crew members will make every necessary effort to protect traffic and pedestrians through use of cones and road signs when necessary.
VIII. No tree will be trimmed or felled if any part is or could come within 10 feet of energized overhead primary power lines.  Such trees will be left for trimming or removal by a certified line clearance worker.

IX. Employees must use all appropriate personal protective equipment for the tools being used.  e.g., chainsaw: eye, ear, head, leg, and foot protection. PPE must be inspected daily and replaced if damaged. 

