CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, February 13, 2012 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Acting Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Larry VanDeWalker, Ryan Holmes, Danny Benson & Jennifer Berquam
                  
City Administrator: Michael Boulton


Deputy Clerk: Jean Rugg

ABSENT: 
Mayor Ron Berg
ALSO PRESENT:   Steve Haggstrom, Monty Schaefer, Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Terry Campbell – Wanamingo Messenger, Terri Washburn – Kenyon Leader, Jim Kittelson, Ben Bakken, Nate Parker, Keith Krier, and Jeff Schneider – Red Wing Deputy Director of Solid Waste.
ADOPT AGENDA:   VanDeWalker motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Benson.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Benson motioned, seconded by VanDeWalker to consent.  Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Jeff Schneider – Red Wing Deputy Director of Solid Waste

i. An explanation was given to the Council on the operations of the incinerator/ garbage processing facility in Red Wing.  All council members and staff are invited to tour the facility.  There was also an explanation of state laws regarding solid waste disposal and the City of Wanamingo’s potential future liability.  Additional explanation followed regarding the future of solid waste disposal site and the possibility of the lack thereof in the future.  Mr. Schneider asked the City to consider the requirement of hauling 100% of its garbage to Red Wing for disposal.  This request centered on reducing future potential liability and guaranteed disposal site for the foreseeable future.  The council members stated their concerns on the current fiscal operations of the Red Wing Facilities.
B) Ben Bakken – requested that a majority of the December utility bill be forgiven.  Thought there was some sort of error in meter.  Plumber stated there was no way to use 117,190 gallons in a month.  Numerous inspections took place by City Staff and Plumbers.  No explanation found.  Meter was working correctly and no leaks found.  In all circumstances presented to council and staff prior, an explanation has been given to extra usages.  Homeowners are responsible for all usages.
With the extreme utility case provided (no explanation found), the Council will forgive all but $200.00 that was billed to Ben and Becky Bakken in the December billing.  In no way does this allow other homeowners forgiveness.  Each utility concern is addressed individually.  Moved by VanDeWalker, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0.
C) Steve Haggstrom & Monty Schaefer reported on:
i. Street Sweeper fixed – hydraulic tank was repaired for the cost of a new plate and shop time rather than $2,000 for a new tank
ii. Sludge Truck – Multiple oil leaks fixed on tank along with the drive shaft

iii. Old Shop Cleaned Out – A lot of stuff went to garbage and to recycling.  The shelving units were moved to Street Shop

iv. Floorboard heating was installed in break room at the Street Shop Building

v. Installed extra lights in above-open storage areas

vi. Shelving Units from Old Shop installed on South Storage Structure in New Shop
vii. Installed MN Department of Health required fan in the chemical room at the Swimming Pool 

viii. Worked with Rick Turri to reduce lab and testing fees through UC labs by 33%.  Savings will be around $3,000, but MPCA is requiring $1,500 in new tests
ix. WHKS stated the costs for changing plant from Class B to Class C would be more than $15,000.  At this point, the City does not wish to proceed because lack of funds

x. Painting of the three picnic tables near the water tower were completed

xi. A door was installed to open and close on the fan exhaust at the shop

NEW BUSINESS:

RESOLUTION:
12-006 = Accepting Yearly Employee Reviews:  Benson moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0
12-007 – Approving 2012 Tax Anticipation Issuance Bond:  Berquam moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0
12-008 = Approving Bond Post-Issuance Policy: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Benson.  Passed 4-0-0

12-009 = Approving Pay Request from Minnowa Construction for Pedestrian Walking Bridge:  Benson moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0
12-010 = Adopting State Required Solid Waste Tax on to the monthly utility billing at a rate of 9.75%:  VandDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Benson.  Passed 4-0-0.
First Reading of Ordinance 158 – Height Restriction Amendment in I2 Industrial Park
OLD BUSINESS:

Second Reading of Ordinance 157 – Height Restrictions Exemptions.  
At 8:24pm Acting Mayor Holmes opened the public hearing for the proposed zoning code change.  No Public input was given.

At 8:30pm Acting Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing and reopened the City Council Meeting. 

VanDeWalker moved to approve, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0.
*Next City Council meeting on 3/12/2012.
Adjourn: At 8:33PM a motion to adjourn the meeting made by VanDeWalker and seconded by Bequam.  Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

____________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Acting Mayor
                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















