CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, January 8, 2018 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Larry VanDeWalker, Eric Dierks, Stuart Ohr, and Jeremiah Flotterud

City Administrator: Michael Boulton
ABSENT: 
Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters 
ALSO PRESENT:   Monty Schaefer, Brad Kennedy, Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Terri Lenz - Kenyon Leader, Brandon Theobald - WHKS, Bret Ostby - Zumbro Watershed Partnership, Rex Welch, And Dante Welch.
ADOPT AGENDA:   VanDeWalker motioned to adopt the amended agenda, seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Flotterud motioned, seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Brad Kennedy reported on:

1) Plowed snow once and sanded streets on a number of occasions

2) Assembled seven new picnic tables and changed out three replacement frames on older picnic tables

3) Dump water on ice rink to create a base layer of ice.   Progress has been slowed due to motor burned out 
on pump of fire truck

4) Replaced aeration blower motor at waste water treatment plant

5) Mingo View water tower/water clarity - dumped tower - more than six inches of ice on interior.  Will need 
to wait until ice is melted to adjust circulation pump height

6) Took down Christmas decoration/snowflake lights on Main Street

Councilmember Ohr brought up the condition of the pay loader tires.  The tires have cracks that you could put a finger through on the sidewalls.  The City should replace the tires sooner than later.  Ohr obtained two all inclusive estimates ($6,203.92 from River Road Repair and $5,463.80 from Baker's Tire) for replacing all four pay loader tires.  It was agreed that the tires would need to be replaced soon.  No formal action was taken by the Council for a timetable on the tire replacements. 

B) Brandon Theobald of WHKS reported on:


1) Mingo View Water Tower/Water Clarity has been an issue since icing related damages were repaired and 
a circulation pump was installed in the spring of 2016.

2) Poly Phosphate is added to the water supply to sequester iron.  However, the mixing, time, and aeration in 
the Mingo View Tower is causing cloudiness.

3) Circulation pump manufacturer recommends clean out of tower followed by increasing the height of the 
pump to six feet from the floor

4) Long-term potential solutions were discussed including adding new tower, taking downtown tower out of 
circulation


5) Short-term potential solution of taking down-town water tower off-line in order to use Mingo View tower 
water more quickly was discussed - this may hurt water pressure and have negative effects on water supply 
during a fire.


6) Mingo View tower is currently icing up on the inside even with the circulation pump mixing


7) Talked logistics and engineering standards on running the water supply system off of one water tower at a 
time - could take downtown tower off-line and out of the system according to the standards, but could not 
take Mingo View tower off-line and still meet standards

8) Real short-term solutions would be to shut off circulation pump or take downtown water tower off-line

Flotterud stated that ice build-up should be monitored for effects to tower.  Brad Kennedy and Monty Schaefer stated that dents are already shown on the outside of the tower from previous icing damage.  With time, there will be additional damage created to the tower due to icing.  Discussion took place on the location for a potential new tower.  Theobald stated that Mingo View would be a better long-term location over Cenex 4th Addition for a new tower due to elevation, future growth, and being able to utilize water in the tower quicker in order to avoid icing and water clarity issues.  Dierks asked what could be done immediately to help Mingo View residents with water clarity issues.  Flotterud stated that shutting off the circulation pump would be immediate.  Residents could purchase ($2,000-$3,000) or rent ($150 down plus $35/month) a de-ironing system through Culligan.  A memo was provided by City Attorney, David Jacobsen, on his opinion of the public purpose expenditure section of the Minnesota State Statutes.  Ohr stated that Keith Holt has a Kinetico water filter system at the bottom of Mingo View.  His water clarity is good.  Flotterud stated that the residents closer to the Mingo View tower had worse water clarity issues.  He suggested that the circulation pump be turned off for the winter (letter tower potential freeze further) and test circulation pump height compared to water clarity in summer 2018.  The Mingo View area does not use enough water.  He also suggested potentially regularly wasting/dumping water from Mingo View Tower.  Boulton stated that Minnesota Department of Nature Resources would not allow long-term water wasting/dumping and would require a different solution to the water clarity issue.  Boulton asked if the water supply system could be separated at MN TH 60 if a water tower/well/well house/chemical room were to be built at the Cenex 4th addition site.  Boulton suggested that the downtown water tower could be taken off-line, water be turned over quicker at Mingo View tower, all while not sacrificing water pressure or fire protection.   Council directed 1) The Mingo View tower circulation pump be turned off for the winter.  2) Brandon Theobald will check if downtown tower be shut off during winter months.  3) Check on options for temporarily wasting water at the Mingo View Tower as a option.  4)  See if winter months the water supply system could be separated at MN TH 60 with the construction of a water tower/well/well house/chemical room..  
C) Bret Ostby of Zumbro Watershed Partnership reported on:


1) Presented the reason for Zumbro Watershed Partnership - one entity to be contact for Zumbro River Trail

2) GMRPTC (Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission) would like to see rural Minnesota 
compete for funds.

3) GMRPTC would like a joint application rather than one governmental entity applying for a regional park 
designation along the Zumbro River Trail.  Larger communities such as Rochester or large Metro Cities have 
in-house staff to put together applications and compete for Legacy funds.


4) City of Oronoco has held meetings inviting local cities and counties connected to the Zumbro River Trail 
to look into applying through GMRPTC for a Regional Parks Designation

5) Zumbro River Trail is looking for commitment of 14 entities, at $142.85 each, to cover the roughly $2,000 
costs of Zumbro River Partnership staff time to make an initial application to GMPRTC for Regional Park 
Designation Status


6) There are concerns how to govern multiple entities for the Zumbro River Trail: who pays, and what would 
be governing bodies funding priorities - a solution would be a joint powers board

Flotterud asked what would be the vision of the Zumbro River Regional Park Designation. Ostby stated that recreational use along the river would be the current vision.  Specifically connecting all of the communities together.  Wanamingo could choose its own role which could include canoe launch, campground area, or other entities.  Holmes stated that he was not opposed to the concept but what would Wanamingo get out of participating financially.  The Wanamingo connection to such a system is hard to see.  The Zumbro River in Wanamingo is not navigable most of the year.  Ostby stated that branding of the Zumbro River would be another component of Legacy funding.  Flotterud asked if there would be additional funds needed beyond the application seed money.  Would there be a membership fee or a levy fee for such a joint powers board.  Ostby stated that such a group would need to set parameters for needs and funding, but stressed that the GMRPTC would like to see small communities with regional joint landscapes with joint powers apply for the designation and Legacy funds.  Council will further consider and will hope to attend the next meeting hosted by Oronoco.  No action was taken by the Council for joining the application or the seed money request.    
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
18-001 = Approving 2018 Appointments & Legals: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
18-002 = Setting 2018 City Council Meeting Schedule: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.
18-003 = Authorizing temporary liquor license for the Fire Relief Association snowmobile run: Flotterud moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.
18-004 = Approving 2018 Updated Wanamingo Emergency Management Plan: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Ohr.  Passed 5-0-0.

18-005 = Accepting 2018 Employee Reviews: Dierks moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.

18-006 = Authorizing a Temporary Gambling Permit for the Wanamingo Fire Relief Association: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.

18-007 = Accepting Changes to the Wanamingo Fire Relief Association Bylaws: Dierks moved to approve, seconded by Flotterud.  Passed 5-0-0.

The Wanamingo Maintenance staff were recognized with the 2016 Water Fluoridation Quality Award from the Minnesota Department of Health.  This award was created by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to recognize public water systems that adjust fluoride concentration in drinking water to achieve average fluoride level that is in optimal range for 12 consecutive months in a calendar year.  In Minnesota, 104 of 603 possible fluoridating community public water systems received the award for 2016. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #186 - 2018 Fee Schedule Hearing at 8:18PM.  Administrator Boulton went over the anticipated changes from 2017 Fee Schedule for the proposed 2018 fee schedule including increasing the garbage Fee from $13.50/month to $13.75/month, and creating a two tiered billing for storm water fee that would increase the fees to $2.50/month for residential and $5.00/month for non residential.  Mayor Holmes and Administrator Boulton explained that they had heard negative feedback on creating a tiered storm water billing rate from businesses.  Flotterud questioned what the extra fees collected would go towards.  Administrator Boulton stated that the current fees covered the clean out of one pond per year.  The City has nine storm sewer basins/ponds on public and private properties.  The City should pay a portion of the street sweeping and leaf removal.  The Council wishes to address surface water issues from 3rd Avenue to Hill Avenue around the ball fields and trailer court.  Adding storm sewer to this area is projected to cost more than $50,000.  Brandon  Theobald noted that the direct portion of staff time could be allocated out of this fund.  He noted that this fund would never pay for the storm sewer portion of new construction projects.  VanDeWalker recommended staying with one billing rate for storm sewer and charging $3.50/month.  Ohr agreed with VanDeWalker.  Administrator Boulton thought that $3.50/month charge would bring in roughly $21,000/year to the storm sewer fund.  VanDeWalker stated that additional funds are needed to cover storm sewer needs in the future.  Council agreed that the amended rate for storm sewer would be $3.50/month.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 8:45PM.
Ordinance #186 - 2018 Fee Schedule - 2nd Reading - Flotterud moved to approve the amended fee schedule that would change storm sewer fee recommendation from two tiered billing of $2.50/month for residential and $5.00/month non residential to a flat monthly rate of $3.50/month, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 5-0-0.
Public Hearing - Mayor Holmes opened Ordinance #187 - Regulating Water Usage (Non-Critical Emergency) Hearing at 8:46PM.  Administrator Boulton explained that the City is in the middle of updating the State Water Supply Plan and Wellhead Protection Plan.  These plans have components of conservation that local governmental units will need to show improvements.  Having restrictions in ordinance form ensure a positive step for the State.  Wanamingo does not have the staff to enforce restrictions and would rely on education for enforcement with the public.  No Public Comments Offered.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 8:51PM.
Ordinance #187 - Regulating Water Usage (Non-Critical Emergency) - 2nd Reading - Flotterud moved to approve the amended fee schedule, seconded by Dierks.  Passed 5-0-0.
  
Administrator Boulton presented the 2017 Wanamingo Outstanding Indebtedness Report.  The Wanamingo EDA paid $61,250 in principal in 2017 and owes $462,000 at the beginning of 2018.  The City paid $2,343,510 (including paying off two early call refinanced escrow funds) in principal in 2017, added $206,000 of debt in 2017, and owes $4,731,000 at the beginning of 2018.  The report has been submitted to Goodhue County According to the MN State Statutes.

The Fire Department/City/Township annual meeting is on Monday February 5th at the Wanamingo Fire Hall, starting at 6:30PM.  
*Next City Council meeting on 2/12/2018 at 7:00pm.  

Adjourn: At 8:52PM a motion to adjourn was made by VanDeWalker and seconded by Ohr. Passed 5-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

_____________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















