CITY OF WANAMINGO

ORDINANCE NO. 123

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING METERED WATER AND SEWER RATES, PROVIDING METHODS OF COLLECTION, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATIONS THEREOF.

The City Council of the City of Wanamingo, Minnesota ordains:


SECTION 1. 
Metered Water and Sewer Rates.  The following monthly water and sewer rates for metered water and sewer service are hereby established:

(1.) Water per 1,000 gallons - $  2.50

(2.) Sewer per 1,000 gallons – $ 4.25

(3.) Debt service for water    - $30.00

SECTION 2. 
Water and Sewer Service Statements.  A statement for water and sewer charges shall be mailed on a monthly basis succeeding the period for which the service was rendered and shall be due ten (10) days from the date of mailing. Any statement of charges not paid in full within Twenty (20) days after the due date will be considered delinquent. Thereafter, the City shall mail written notification to the delinquent property owner regarding the delinquent charges and penalty. The penalty shall be computed as ten percent (10%) of each charge on the original statement and shall be increased the same ten percent (10%) for every  month thereafter the statement of charges remain unpaid.

SECTION 3. 
Termination of Water Service and Disconnect and Reconnect Fees.     Any thing herein to the contrary notwithstanding, the City shall have the right to  terminate any water service to premises now or hereafter connected with its water system following expiration of fifteen (15) days form and after the statement date appearing on a water/sewer statement reflecting delinquency charges. Prior to such termination, the City shall mail a written notification of service disconnection to the delinquent property owner with notice that the City will, after five (5) business days from the date on the written notification, terminate the water service to the premises by the City turning off or shutting off the curb stop, or what is commonly referred to as the “shut-off valve” to the premises. Upon the termination of such water service  as herein provided, the water service shall not be re-connected to the premises until all delinquent water and sewer charges, penalties, and the following fees are paid in full:

$35.00

- Disconnect fee to physically disconnect the services,


$35.00

- Reconnect fee to physically reconnect the services, and


$15.00

- Administrative fee for disconnect and or/reconnect.

All property owners requesting a water service shut-off will be charged the applicable disconnect and/or fees together with the then existing  monthly rate for the debt service for water.


SECTION 4. 
Water User Connection Fee.
The State of Minnesota requires the city to charge a water use fee. The fee will be charged at a monthly rate and will appear on the statement as a separate charge.

SECTION 5.
Owner’s Responsibility and Certification.

(1.) The City’s recorded property owner for premises served by the City water 
and/or sewer utility system shall be responsible for the payment of all water and sewer charges and other fees as set forth in this ordinance.

(2.) All delinquent accounts as of October 25th of each year shall have the 

delinquent amounts certifies to the Goodhue County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office for collection with the following year’s property taxes.


SECTION 6. 
Future Rate and Fee Charges.
 All future charges in monthly water and sewer rates for metered water and sewer utility services and other fees as provided in this ordinance, shall be established from time to time by resolution of the City Council. All future changes in rates and fees shall become effective at the month commencement of the next month immediately following a resolution of the City Council adopting such rate and fee changes.


SECTION 7. Specific Unlawful Acts and Violations.

(1.) It is unlawful for any person to willfully or carelessly break, injure, mar, 

Deface, disturb, or in any way interfere with any buildings, attachments, machinery, apparatus, equipment, fixture or appurtenance of any public water system or public sewer system owned, operated and controlled by the City, or commit any act tending to obstruct or impair the use of such system.

(2) It is unlawful for any person to make any connection with, opening into, 

use or alter in any way any public water or sewer system without first having applied for and receiving written permission to do so from the City.

(3) It is unlawful for any person to turn on or connect a water utility service 

when the same has been turned off or disconnected by the City for non-payment of a statement, or for any reason, without first having a written permit to do so from the City.

(4) It is unlawful for any person to “jumper” or by means or devices fully or 
partially circumvent a municipal utility meter, or to knowingly use or consume un-metered utilities or use the services for any utility system, the use of which the City has no knowledge.

(5) Any person who violates this SECTION 7 of this ordinance shall be guilty 

of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punishable in accordance with Minnesota law.

SECTION 8. Ordinances Repealed. Wanamingo Ordinance 104C and all other     ordinances and parts that conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION 9. Effective Date. This ordinance becomes effective from and after its passage and publication.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Wanamingo, this 14th day of February, 2005








____________________________








Eric Nelson, Mayor 

ATTEST:

______________________________
Elmer Brocker, City Administrator
Clerk/Treasurer

Published in the Kenyon Leader, Kenyon, Minnesota, on the 21st day of February 2005. 

