CITY OF WANAMINGO

WANAMINGO, MINNESOTA

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT POLICY

Purpose

The Special Assessment Policy for the public improvements hereinafter enumerated, shall apply to those improvements made within the corporate limits of the City of Wanamingo, Wanamingo, Minnesota.

I.
Sanitary Sewer

II.
Water Main

III.
Storm Sewer

IV.
Streets and Sidewalks

General Application

I.  Sanitary Sewer

A. Sanitary Sewer Trunk

1. Definition.  Any sewer line with a diameter greater than twelve (12) inches; a line deeper than twenty-five (25) feet necessary to serve the property abutting the line; or a lift station, or a river crossing.  The trunk sanitary sewer is designed to serve as a collector for the lateral sewers.

2. Lateral Benefit.  Trunk sewers may be assessed against abutting property if a lateral sewer benefit is determined by an engineering study.

3. Sanitary Sewer Trunk Costs.  The additional cost for sanitary sewer trunks is considered a benefit to the entire City.  The cost of sanitary sewer trunks shall be included as a part of the sanitary sewer budget.

B. Sanitary Sewer Lateral

1. Definition.  Any sewer line with a diameter of twelve (12) inches and less than 25 feet in depth designed to serve individual units along a given street.

2. Assessment.  The total cost of a sanitary sewer lateral may be assessed on a front footage basis or a unit basis.  The method of assessment will be determined to be most equitable to all properties involved in the improvement by an engineering study.

a. Corner lots assessed on a footage basis shall be assessed for front footage only.

b. Lots on curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs will be on a unit basis.

c. Sewer service lines from lateral sewer line to the property line will be assessed on a unit basis.

3. Assessment Period.  Lateral sanitary sewer may be assessed over a period not to exceed twenty (20) years and at an interest rate determined by the City Council and in accordance with Minnesota Statute 429.061, Subdivision 2.

4. Improvement Bond.  Developers shall provide an improvement bond equal to the three (3) year’s assessment.  The bond shall be released after fifty (50) percent of the assessments have been paid.

II.  Water Main

A. Water Main Trunk

1. Definition.  Any water line with a diameter greater than eight (8) inches in a single family residential zoned areas and any water line with a diameter greater than twelve (12) inches in a multiple residential, commercial and industrial zoned areas.  Trunk water mains deliver high volumes of water to the system of smaller water mains.

2. Lateral Benefit.  Trunk water lines may be assessed against abutting property if a lateral water main benefit is determined by an engineering study.

3. Water Main Trunk Costs.  The over-sizing of water mains is considered a benefit to the entire City.  The cost of trunk water mains shall be included as part of the water system budget.

B. Water Main Lateral

1. Definition.  Any water line with a diameter of eight (8) inches in single family residential zoned areas and twelve (12) inches or less in multiple, commercial or industrial zoned areas.  The lateral water main is designed to serve individual units along a given street.

2. Assessment.  The total cost of water main laterals may be assessed on a front foot basis or a unit basis.  The method of assessment will be as determined to be the most equitable to all properties involved in the improvement by an engineering study.

a. Corner lots assessed on a footage basis shall be assessed for front footage only.

b. Lots on curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs will be on a unit basis.

c. Water service lines from lateral water line to the property line will be assessed on a unit basis.

3. Assessment Period.  Lateral water main may be assessed over a period not to exceed twenty (20) years and at an interest rate determined by the City Council and in accordance with Minnesota Statute 429.061, Subdivision 2.

4. Improvement Bond.  Developers shall provide an improvement bond equal to the three (3) year’s assessment.  The bond shall be released after fifty (50) percent of the assessments have been paid.

III.  Storm Sewer

A. Definition

1. Storm Sewer Trunk.  Any storm sewer line that is thirty-six (36) inches in diameter or larger and certain storm water detention ponds determined by the City Council to benefit the entire City.

2. Storm Sewer Lateral.  Any storm sewer line that is less than thirty-six (36) inches in diameter, associated appurtenances, and certain storm water detention ponds determined by the City Council to assist a well-defined area.

B. Storm Sewer Improvement District

1. District.  The entire corporate limits of the City shall serve as a storm sewer improvement district pursuant to Minnesota Statute 444.17.

2. Purpose.  The purpose of the District shall be to acquire, construct, reconstruct, extend, maintain, and otherwise improve storm sewer systems and related facilities within the District, including but not limited to, storm water holding areas and ponds, all as provided by Minnesota Statute 444.18.

3. Taxes.  The City may levy a tax or special assessment on all taxable property within the District in an amount necessary to finance the cost of storm sewer improvements, including maintenance, and to pay the principal and interest on obligations issued pursuant to Minnesota Statute 444.19.  The tax or assessment shall be collected and paid over a period of time as other taxes, but shall be spread only upon the property described in the Ordinance creating the storm sewer improvement district.

IV.  Streets and Sidewalks

A. Streets

1. Functional Classification.

a. Arterial Highways.  Provide for traffic movement to and from municipalities and surrounding rural areas to and from regional highways and collector streets, generally County and State highways.

b. Collector Streets.  Provide for traffic movement within an area of the community, such as residential neighborhood or industrial district, collects traffic from the local streets and distributes to the arterial streets.

c. Local Streets.  Provides for direct access to residential and other abutting property; distributes traffic to collector streets.

2. Design Standard.  The design standard for the construction of streets and sidewalks shall be in accordance with the subdivision ordinance.  

a. Local Streets:  Thirty-six (36) feet wide surface.

b. Collector Streets:  Forty  (40) feet wide surface.

c. Arterial Streets:  Forty-four (44) feet wide surface.

3. Assessment.

a. Local Streets Reconstruction.  The City shall pay thirty (30) percent of the total project cost.  The remaining cost shall be distributed to the properties adjacent to the street on a footage basis or a unit basis.  The method of assessment will be as determined to be the most equitable to all properties involved in the improvement by an engineering study.

1. Corner lots may be assessed for the front footage plus one-half the side-yard provided streets are constructed along both frontages of the lot.

2. Curvilinear streets or cul-de-sacs may be assessed on a unit basis.

b. Collector Streets.  The project costs shall be divided between the City and adjacent property owners based on the following guidelines.  The method of assessment will be as determined to be the most equitable to all properties involved in the improvement by an engineering study.

1. Single-family units shall be assessed seventy (70) percent of an equivalent local street.  Costs will be distributed the same as for local street assessments.  The City will pay the remaining costs.

2. Multiple, commercial, and industrial zoned property will be assessed the full cost of the collector street less thirty (30) percent to be paid by the City.

3. Corner lots may be assessed for front footage plus one-half ½  side-yard footage, provided streets are constructed along both frontages of the lot.

4. Assessment Period.  Local and collector streets may be assessed over a period not to exceed twenty (20) years and at an interest rate determined by the City Council and in accordance with Minnesota Statute 429.061, Subdivision 2.

5. Improvement Bond.  Developers shall provide an improvement bond equal to the three (3) year’s assessment.  The bond shall be released after fifty (50) percent of the assessments have been paid.

B. Sidewalks.  All sidewalk construction, reconstruction, and repair within the City limits shall be the responsibility of the property owner.
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