CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, May 14, 2012 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Berg.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ron Berg, Ryan Holmes, Larry VanDeWalker & Jennifer Berquam
                  
City Administrator: Michael Boulton
ABSENT: 
Danny Benson
ALSO PRESENT:   Steve Haggstrom, Monty Schaefer, Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Terry Campbell – Wanamingo Messenger, Terri Washburn – Kenyon Leader, Brandon Theobald – WHKS, Jeff Sjoblom– Goodhue County Deputy Sheriff, Scott Goodman, Jennifer Wolfcran, Brian Estrem, Gary Braget, and Ruthie Sjoblom.
ADOPT AGENDA:   VanDeWalker motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Holmes motioned, seconded by Berquam to consent.  Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Brandon Theobald – WHKS

i. A four page report was presented to the council regarding the water tower
ii. Three options were covered – replacement of tower, sandblasting/painting, and over coating/painting.  Well house repairs needed

iii. WHKS recommends over coating/painting and well house repairs - $158,400 estimate

iv. Council will consider to proceed on over coating/ painting for 2013 or 2014

B) Steve Haggstrom & Monty Schaefer reported on:
i. Park – Repaired screens (including doors) - $200/ roll of 100 feet
ii. Turned Water on at the Park – replaced well box on pump

iii. Volleyball nets at park were put up

iv. Benches and garbage cans have been placed on main street sidewalks

v. Burning Permit applied for and received for brush/tree burn pile for one year

vi. Pool – Continuing to follow through with requirements from the State Department of Health before the opening on June 9th
vii. Requirements include – more signage, labeling values, installing window in chemical room, eyewash station in chemical room, records of facility operations, ect.

viii. Pool will be painted the week of May 14th – grouting has been completed

ix. New light installed at well pump house – old light moved to wastewater plant

x. Trees and brush cleared from east side of walking trail

xi. Water hydrants were flushed for the first time this year

xii. Mowing completed at the Wastewater plant twice

xiii. A discussion occurred regarding street sweeping – Council wanted to see quarterly maintenance work plan followed through – street sweeping twice a month

C) Jennifer Wolfcran – Chicken ordinance request
i. Brought more materials for the Council to look at and consider
ii. Administrator Boulton stated that information has been gathered, City Attorney has been consulted – but no action has been discussed by Council

iii. Council is hesitant to write new ordinances unless absolutely necessary because of a roughly $700 average costs

D) Ruthie Sjoblom – Concerns and comments made regarding Wanamingo policing

i. Ruthie Sjoblom was concerned about comments made by Mayor Berg at the Wanamingo City Council Meeting on April 9th reflected no concern for drunk driving.  Ruthie Sjoblom also had concerns for the apparent lack of appreciation for the dedication of the Goodhue County Sheriff’s Deputies.

ii. Council Member VandDeWalker explained that the comments made were misinterpreted at the meeting because of frustration of recent vandalism, theft, and other City Policing concern not having adequate priority that alcohol and drunk driving receives.  The Council is concerned about drunk driving, but not solely in policing activities.
iii. Council Member Berquam also stated that she thought that drunk driving was a concern.  Council Member Berquam voiced her appreciation of the Goodhue County Sheriff’s office in the work they do for the County.  

iv. Administrator Boulton explained that the City has 7 hours of service a day.  The City Council sets the priorities for policing as per the contract with the Goodhue County Sheriff’s department.  Each law breaking offense carries as much weight as the other.  Mayor Berg and Administrator Boulton expressed concerns to Goodhue County Sheriff McNurlin about the apparent over concern on alcohol establishments at the expense of every other police safety concern in Wanamingo.
NEW BUSINESS:

A) Abatement Clean Up Hearing – Gary Braget – 409 2nd Street E & 2nd Avenue (Old Lumber Yard)

a. Mr. Braget was in attendance for the hearing
b. Enforcement Officers Mayor Berg and Administrator Boulton stated that garbage, plastic materials, weathered materials were all places for rodents to hide.  All of these items will need to be disposed of.  Administrator Boulton also stated that volunteer trees and high grass had to be cut down around each of the properties 

RESOLUTION:
12-021 = Requesting Goodhue County to not include Wanamingo as a designated absentee balloting location:  Berquam moved to approve, Seconded by Holmes.  Passed 4-0-0
12-022 – Authorizing a temporary liquor license for the Wanamingo Fire Relief Association for the 4th of July Dance:  VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0
12-023 = Adopting 2012 Wanamingo Pool Fees and Schedule:  Holmes moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 4-0-0

12-024 = Approving 2012 Driver’s License Check and Flagging Enforcement:  Berquam moved to approve, Seconded by Holmes.  Passed 4-0-0
Second Reading of Ordinance 159 – Regulating Snow Removal and Placement in Streets.
Mayor Berg opened the public hearing at 8:15pm  

Administrator Boulton explained the ordinance.  No public comment was received.  The City Snow Policy states that residents can not place snow in public right of ways and sidewalks are to be cleaned after snows.  The City Council has been looking into discontinuing the practice of hauling snow pushed into street from private lots or instituting a payment for the service.  An ordinance is needed in order to enforce such a practice.
VanDeWalker moved to close public hearing at 8:23pm, seconded by Berg.  Passed 4-0-0

VanDeWalker moved to approve Ordinance 159, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0
OLD BUSINESS:

A) City Pool – Sandblasting/Painting Update – It was decided not to move ahead with full sandblasting/grouting/painting of the pool - the costs were nearing $10,000.  Further budgeting will be required for the costs
B) Nature Trail – Wood chips were discussed for the trail.  A donation was given by a local tree trimming contractor – Don Woods.  The cost for trucking 100 yards by Hader Farms was over $1,000.  The City will need to budget for the future, while continuing to accept donations from tree trimming contractors.

C) Clubhouse Meeting Information Update – A memo and a letter were provided to the City Council about alternative locations for a clubhouse.  The Council continues to have concerns of legal title to golf course property, who finances the infrastructure costs, and off-street parking.

*Next City Council meeting on 6/11/2012.
Adjourn: At 8:34PM a motion to adjourn the meeting made by Holmes and seconded by Berquam.  Passed 4-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

____________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ron Berg, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















