CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, December 8, 2014 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Larry VanDeWalker, Danny Benson, Jennifer Berquam & Jamie Majerus

City Administrator: Michael Boulton
 & Deputy City Clerk: Jean Rugg
ABSENT: 
None
ALSO PRESENT:   Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, Terri Lenz – Kenyon Leader, Tammy Hanson – Wanamingo Messenger, Monty Schaefer, Brad Kennedy, Rick Turri, Todd Kyllo, and Brandon Theobald – WHKS.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Berquam motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 5-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  Benson motioned, seconded by Majerus to consent.  Passed 5-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Monty Schaefer reported on:
i. Christmas lights put up – 1 more decoration had the bulbs replaced with LED’s (blue)
ii. Plow snow once – cleaned ice off intersections a couple of times

iii. Salt/sanded a few times

iv. Replaced bulbs on globe lights on the front of the Medical Building (4 out of 5 were off)

v.  Replaced stop sign on 3rd Avenue near Cenex
vi. Installed additional flashing/warning light on City pick-up

vii. De-icing wires at medical center frayed – will need to be replaced

viii. Benches and garbage cans from Main Street sidewalks picked up and put away

ix. Cleaning up and getting rid of items at the Livery Barn

B) Rick Turri reported on:
i. Served three years as contracted licensed operator for the waste water plant in Wanamingo

ii. Operations have gone well – recently worked with staff on repairs to scrapers, grit pump, air lines, and headers
iii. Instituted a maintenance program at the wastewater facility since being hired – mostly exercising valves and greasing

iv. Opinion of future needs – sludge pump replacement – slow and old
1) Grit Pump – replaced bearings recently but pump is close to age for replacement

2) Domes on Digester Tanks – fiberglass paint recoating needed as soon as possible 
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
Public Hearing on the 2015 Budget & Levy was opened up by Mayor Holmes at 7:08pm.  Administrator Boulton explained the general fund and debt service budgets for next year.  A memo was provided showing all the major changes from the 2014 budget to the proposed 2015 budget.  The proposed general fund budget is proposed to be set at $657,991.00.  There are still 2 debt service funds that have negative balances that need more funds including fund 316 and 328.  Each fund may take years to be brought back to a positive balance.  The total proposed 2015 levy amount will be the $5,000 more than 2014 ($580,000).  The $5,000 is roughly the share of the Jeff Benson TIF District going back on the tax rolls after being de-certified.  Shifts have been made from the general fund levy to debt service funds to keep, or try to get positive, balances in each fund.  No public input was offered.  Public hearing was closed by Mayor Holmes at 7:15pm.
14-085 = Adopting Final 2015 Budget: Majerus moved to approve, Seconded by Benson.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-086 = Certifying Final Wanamingo Tax Levy for 2015: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-087 = Approving Fire Department Budget & Township Budget Contract Allocation Formula for 2015:  Benson moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 5-0-0.
Public Hearing on Considering the Vacation of a Utility & Drainage Easement was opened by Mayor Holmes at 7:19pm.  Administrator Boulton gave an explanation of the request made by Parrot Head LLC and the Wanamingo Economic Development Authority to vacate the easement.  It was determined by the Council that the drainage and utility easement is no longer necessary in its current location.  The Cenex Addition 4th was replatted and constructed in 2014.  The drainage/utility easement was meant to service the south end of Cenex Addition 3rd / north end of Cenex Addition 4th prior to the replat of Cenex 4th Addition.  The Replatted Cenex 4th Addition utilizes the land on the east side of 3rd Avenue as one lot that will be connected with the one lot on the east side of 3rd Avenue in the existing Cenex 3rd Addition.  Drainage needs have been fulfilled with the development of Cenex Addition 4th without the need for the current drainage and utility easement.  Additional utilities do not require easements with the development in progress by Parrot Head LLC.  Parrot Head LLC has requested this vacation.  This vacation will serve future development as mutually requested and lead by the Wanamingo Economic Development Authority.  No public comment was given.  Mayor Holmes closed the public hearing at 7:25pm.
14-088 = Approving the Petition for a Vacation of a Utility and Drainage Easement:  Majerus moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 5-0-0.

14-089 = Approving Licenses (Cigarette & Liquor) for 2015:  Benson moved to approve, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-090 = Adopting 2015 1st Quarter Maintenance Work Plan:  VanDeWalker moved to approve, seconded by Benson.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-091 = Approving Smith Schafer Engagement Letter for the 2014 Wanamingo City Audit:  Benson moved to approve, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-092 = Approving Building Inspection Agreement Extension with Goodhue County:  VanDeWalker moved to approve, seconded by Majerus.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-093 = Approving Decertification of TIF District 2-2 – Jeff Benson:  Majerus moved to approve, seconded by Benson.  Passed 5-0-0.
14-094 = Approving Pay Request No. 3 for Schumacher Excavating, Inc on Cenex Addition 4th:  VanDeWalker moved to approve, seconded by Berquam.  Brandon Theobald – WHKS stated that work is substantially completed on the project.  First wear course of pavement for the roadway is included in Pay Request No. 3.  The 5% of the total retainage on the project is being requested to be dropped to 3%.  This is standard practice to reduce the retainage once the project is near complete (reflecting actual dollars needed instead of percentage to finish the project).  The project is on schedule and on budget for the winter suspension of work.  Brandon Theobald and Administrator Boulton will work reimbursement of funds from the MN DEED grant.  The rest of the project, i.e. assessments and completion of sale to Parrot Head LLC is set be completed by July 2015.  Passed 5-0-0.

Ordinance #168 – 2015 Fee Schedule – 1st Reading - Administrator Boulton explained proposed additions and changes to fee schedule for 2015.  The proposed additions include adding a listed fee of $300 for a re-zoning request, adjusting the garbage and recycling by $0.25 each according to the contract with Gibson Sanitation, and simplifying the parking fines to all be $50.00 in accordance with Ordinance #167 under the assumption that it will be passed.
Administrator Boulton presented a memo regarding an oral request made by Gibson sanitation regarding switch out of recycling containers to a larger size.  Council had concerns with costs to citizens to purchase containers compared to cost savings of contractor in wages.  It was agreed to wait a month or two on further discussions to get feelings of residents and speak with individuals from Cannon Falls and Goodhue who recently made the change.
OLD BUSINESS: 

Public Hearing on Ordinance #167 – Mayor Holmes opened up the public hearing at 7:46.  Administrator Boulton explained the proposed changes.  No public comment was given.  Public hearing was closed at 7:51pm. 

Ordinance #167 – 2nd Reading – Amending Ordinance Section 72.10 and 72.99 of Chapter 72: Parking Regulations; Title VII: Traffic Code – Wanamingo Code of Ordinances – VanDeWalker moved to approve, seconded by Berquam.  Passed 5-0-0.
Mayor Holmes recognized out going City Council member Benson.  Council member Benson served eight years with notable contributions including work on the personnel committee and the ice rink.  Mayor Holmes said that he will be missed.
*Next City Council meeting on 1/12/2015 at 7:00pm.
Adjourn: At 7:53 PM a motion to adjourn the meeting made by Berquam and seconded by Majerus.  Passed 5-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

____________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















