CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting

Monday, November 18, 2013 7:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER:
 Mayor Holmes.  
PRESENT:
Council:  Ryan Holmes, Larry VanDeWalker, and Jennifer Berquam

City Administrator: Michael Boulton


                  
Deputy City Clerk: Jean Rugg

ABSENT: 
Council: Danny Benson & Jamie Majerus
ALSO PRESENT:   Terry Lenz – Kenyon Leader, Alicia Hunt-Welch – Zumbrota News Record, State Representative Steve Drazkowski, Steve Haggstrom, Nicole Holmes, & Ron Berg.
ADOPT AGENDA:   Berquam motioned to adopt the amended agenda to include Standard & Poor’s bond rating upgrade to the City of Wanamingo and League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust Liability Coverage discussion of Waiver to New Business, seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 3-0-0. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  VanDeWalker motioned, seconded by Berquam to consent.  Passed 3-0-0.
PRESENTERS: 
A) Representative Steve Drazkowski:

i. Reported on what happened at the 2013 legislative session - $3.2 billion in new spending - $2.1 billion in news taxes and $300 million in news fees on Minnesotans
ii. New highest income tax bracket was added – 9.3% - now 4 income tax brackets

iii. 2011 & 2012 sessions were fixed without raising additional taxes
iv. The end of the fiscal two-year budget ended June 30, 2013 – ended with a surplus that paid back rainy day fund and $1.9 billion of the $2.7 billion owed to schools

v. LGA was increased – every City that received LGA will see a projected increase in 2014

vi. Bonding was limited in 2013-2014 biennium to $1 billion aggregate - $250 million in 2013, projected $850 million in 2014

vii. 2014 session will see discussions on minimum wage hikes, bonding bill, and policy decisions that could negatively impact rural Minnesota
B) Steve Haggstrom reported on:
i. Flushing Hydrants completed for the season

ii. Sewer lines were jetted using the cutting head – slow this year because of tree roots

iii. Added 2nd Axle to the leaf blower for roughly $120.00
iv. Sucked up leaves off street and out of storm grates multiple times

v. Removed more wood planks in the barn (wood rotten in places)  & concrete floor underneath)
vi. Both mowers are cleaned up and stored away for winter
vii. Sludge at the Wastewater Plant has been hauled and land applied

viii. Fixed piping as part of the aeration system at the Wastewater plant – will make sure sludge covers the pipes for winter and turn on air

ix. Truck crane on cart sold for $375

x. Sander has been placed on the dump truck for winter

xi. Getting grader and pay loader ready for winter – pay loader has problems with one of the hydraulic lifts

NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
13-056 = Approving the closing of City Hall on Thanksgiving and the Friday after Thanksgiving: Berquam moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 3-0-0.
13-057 = Approving MnDOT Snow Removal Agreement for 2013-2014: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 3-0-0.
13-058 = Approving updated Wanamingo Personnel Policy: VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 3-0-0.
13-059 = Approving the Proposal for Small Cities Development Program Grant Administered by SEMMCHRA: Berquam moved to approve, Seconded by VanDeWalker.  Passed 3-0-0.
2013 & 2012 Wanamingo Pool Financials were reviewed.  The City ran a deficit in operations in 2013 of 39,871.01 and $38,232.66 operational deficit in 2012.  The additional deficits came from higher costs in utilities (i.e. natural gas, water, sewer, and electricity).
The City Council reviewed Standard & Poor’s recent rating review of the City of Wanamingo.  Wanamingo will see an upgrade of 2 notches in bond ratings from BBB to A-.  Because of this bond rating upgrade, it is now more favorable to refinance two of the Cities bonds (2005B and 2006C) that have call dates of February 1, 2014.  The City could potentially see savings of $67,460, including costs of issuance.  Berquam moved, seconded by VanDeWalker to allow City staff and Northland Securities to gather necessary paperwork for potential refinancing of 2005B and 2006C for January.  Passed 3-0-0. 
Annual renewal of League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust – Liability coverage waiver took place.  VanDeWalker moved, seconded by Berquam not to limit the liability coverage in the 2014 renewal with LMNC Insurance Trust.  Passed 3-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS: 
Ordinance #164 – Amending Wanamingo City Code of Ordinances 71.09 – 2nd Reading – No public comment was offered.  VanDeWalker moved to approve, Seconded by Berquam.  Passed 3-0-0.

*Next City Council meeting on 12/9/2013.  
Adjourn: At 7:52 PM a motion to adjourn the meeting made by VanDeWalker and seconded by Berquam.  Passed 3-0-0.
Signed:






Attest:

____________________________                                        ____________________________________
Ryan Holmes, Mayor

                                               
Michael Boulton, City Administrator















